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(54) PATTERN FORMING METHOD 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a pattern forming method which 
facilitates highly accurate pattern transcription in 
which remnants produced after upper layer resist 
exposure and development in a three- layer resist process 
and the trail part of a resist pattern are eliminated 
and which is effective for pattern formation in soft 
X-ray reduction projection exposure. 

CONSTITUTION: In a three-layer resist process which 
forms an upper layer resist 1 0, an intermediate layer 1 1 
and a lower layer resist 12, after the upper layer 
resist 10 is exposed and developed, it is etched with 
active oxygen to form a fine pattern. Or, in the 
three-layer resist process, after the intermediate layer 
11 is made of silicon and the upper layer resist 10 is 
exposed and developed, a formed plasma oxide film 
formed by etching with active oxygen is removed to form 
a pattern. 
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